Storm spotters play a vital role in the warning system. They come from all walks of life, joined by their interests in
weather and community service. Spotters are associated with SKYWARN, a volunteer program developed by the
National Weather Service (NWS) to train and organize spotters. Spotters are organized around local emergency
management agencies, amateur radio clubs, personnel from fire departments, rescue squads, and law enforcement
agencies, and public participants.

Warning Coordination Meteorologist Jason B. Wright presenting a Storm Spotter Class

Spotters are critical because they provide timely information
on the actual weather that is occurring at or near the ground.
This information is known as ground truth. Satellite imagery
and Doppler radar provide NWS meteorologists with large
amounts of information about storm structure but not on the
actual weather occurring at or near the ground. This is where
spotters become the eyes and ears for their communities.

Storm spotters go through training provided by the NWS to
gain an understanding of thunderstorm structure; Alabama
tornado climatology, exposure to visdal €lues;tornado safety,
and procedures for reporting‘information.

Amateur radio operators compose one of the largest groups of
spotters in Alabama because of their ability'and willingness to
communicate using their radios even when conventional
power and cofamunication methods are knocked out. NWS
offices across'the state have established working relationships
with the&”amateur/ radio community by including radio

. : : . ' www.alabamaskywarn.org.
equipment in the offices to communicate with spotters.

Additional information on storm spotter activities can be
found on the NWS internet web sites (see page 17) and at
www.alert-alabama.org.
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